THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
Mitteleuropa, dominating the Continent, or an over-
whelming combination of continental powers, does
not constitute a menace to our defence and that we
should welcome and encourage it; that the ends
which it was the whole purpose of the Allied forces of
the War to frustrate (e.g., absorption of Serbia into
a Germanic Confederation or Hegemony) are in fact
desirable ends, or inevitable; that, in other words,
the War was a tragic error and need never have been
fought; as tragic an error in its realistically political
aspects, as in those more idealistic aspects embodied
in the popular slogans about 'ending German mili-
tarism', 'making tie world safe for democracy*, the
'war to end war', where failure is so patent that in
very decency we try to forget that those slogans
moved millions to their death.
If, however, the new view is right, if the German
domination of Europe was something which did not
threaten us, was something we need not have waged
war and given a million of our youth to prevent, it
is wise, however tragic the admission, to face the
truth and shape our policy according. We shall*
not make amends to those who perished by send-
ing others after them- And if those who stood
for the war in 1914 and for certain policies which
led to it, now avow change of opinion, only
fools would find ground for disparagement therein.
Capacity to change one's opinions in the light of new
facts is proof of wisdom far too rare in our changing
world. But conscious and deliberate change of
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